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Preface
This book reflects the cosmopolitan and international character of my native land. South Africa has one of the world's most extensively creolised * societies: apartheid was a last attempt to fly in the face of that reality. Each of South Africa's four interwoven communities -Khoisan, * Nguni-Sotho, * Anglo-Afrikaner, * and Indian * -has an oral and literary tradition of its own, and each tradition is a strand in a web of literary forms around the world. The subject of this book is their merging through bodily and literary creolisation, from pre-colonial to present times.
While recognising that community tensions survive in South Africa, and offering explanations, this book emphasises the African origin of our species, our civilisation, and our oral and written literature from ancient to modern times. The past three-and-a-half centuries have been a series of rites of passage * (rites de passage), marked by violence in each phase, from armed dominance by whites to the achievement of equal esteem and voting power for all South Africans. A prodigious literature reflects that process. Its outlines, and the peculiarities of its texts, have been obscured in the past by segregation into English, Afrikaans, * Coloured, * and black. * In approaching them as a single subject, this book overflies the colonial past. On the further horizon, the exchange between coloniser and colonised has been reciprocal: the violent colonising process has transformed Europe and its literature. Comparable to the nineteenth-century tension between the Slavist versus Europeanist elements in Russian literature, South African literature reflects the tension between Africanist and Europeanist readings of its past.
Part i introduces literary responses to struggles that culminated in the massacre at Sharpeville (1960 The organisers and editors are warmly thanked for first considering my contributions, and for permission to reuse material first published by them.
Lastly, I warmly thank Cambridge University Press and its successive literary editors for inviting this work, and for enduring vicissitudes and revisions over several years. It should be needless to add that all the opinions, and any errors and omissions in this book, are my own.
